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ecrets are a pmhfi@m

in land of the free

* A DEMOCRACY, wrolc
de Tocqueville, € has liule.

L capacity  for combining
‘mecasures in secret and

- waiting patiently for the
result.’

The Ditter American de-
batc about the CIA, which
came 1o a new climax last
weck. has resurrected the old
dileima, and found no solu-
tion. |

The two Congressional
committees which have been
investigating the CIA are in
confusion. The llouse Com-
mittee under Mr Otis Pike,
has prepared a detailed re-
port which reveals among?
other tlun".» that the’ mtclh-
gOPCC  SCrvices cost ‘al(\Ot}(J‘
million a year—three times
ithe o(hcxa] figurc—and were
‘beyond “the scrutiny | of

‘Con'u ess. Much of the ncpmt,‘
fwas prommly leaked to the

‘Tress, whereupon the Cow-
mittee ! soleinnly  vated to”
'I‘ch it sceret uuul:hc l’rcfx-.
dent. approved ir. * .

i In the mcantime, Scnator
‘Church, the Chairman of the

STATate. Comuittce, on intelli-

Texwce, hus now proposed that

fall intelligence plans sbould,
ihe approved by a special
icommitiee of nine Senutots:
,-1 formula which, as the CIAs
i supporters  have  quickly
‘pointed ont, would lead to
..dmn\t instantancous leaks.

; Che two comumittees found
ithemgelves o growing cem-
‘b.m.:ssm(nt : for, while they
facrept that SOmeC secrecy is
mwmml they cannot devise
a system "wehich provides safe-
"u.uds against teo much dis-
cluwn_. Aud, while they bave
becn  sitting. the tide of
opinion has begun to swing
back towards the CIA, which
proclaimed a mew era ofi
rupccl.lh.ln\' with the swear-
ing it of its new director,
Mr Georpe Bush.
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The turning-poiut  evi-
devtly éame with the murder
of the Cl A ascent Mr Richard
Welech in Greece a month
apo. after his name had been
publicised. i an. Athens
newspaper. 1lis naming bas
nothing to do with the Con-
cress - commiltees, but his
martyrdem was widde owch
au clabor-;
.ate funeral in Washington:
“The pohlic was reminded Cihat
the CLX was part of patriot-
jsm. and Secnator Church’s
" supporters dctcc\cd a sct-
“back in his campaizw for the
Presidency.

The muvder
-also; - pr ovided
for safic Bwmitation ef e
Press, and some p'-hhcwm

of Mr

case for an oflrcial scevels Act -
on the Dritish pattern, which |
would pum\‘! thase _respon-
sible for disclesures. Tris this
iccue thar gees to the real
heart of the de Focqueville
dilemma—the  conflict  be-
tween hc»dom of specch as’
embodied in the First /\muu!-
ment, and the continuing
need for secrecy.: ..,

Thc Press and the liberal
Scuators have argued that jt
is not the newspapers® fault,
but the CIA’s, if the names
of agzents arc revealed; and
Senator Church and ot‘xcts
wow support legislation 1o’
punish cx-agents “who reveal |
secrets.  But any industrious
fournalist’ can discover, by
* carcful scrutiny of diplomatic
lists, which members of ci-
bassies are Jikely to be spices;
and can, Jike the journal
Counierspy (or Time Out in
~ London), muke a provocative
Hmuc of naming the namcs
‘ and thus (it's smd) cndanger-
"ing the lives of the agents.
~Yac, protection of  azents,
'Lhm appecairs to depead on
“somwe co-opevation and sclf-
i denmial by the Press.

But for American journal-
:3sts, hrought ap on the First
Amtndmenr, and still in full
cry after the victories of
Watergate, such a restriction
is Jmolcxdblc. The revela-
fions this week thar the CIA
has disguised spies as journal-
ists have been received with
even more indignation than
tha¢ which atiended the alle-
gatians -abr;;.:t British journal-
ist-spics. Jin“the words of Ml

bonL o _th / >S5S
‘now adopt\, the same tone of

PYICN NP P |

Ceoyae Cn!e, thc author o. a

Welch
.nnnulmnml :

‘!J\(“C\ en begun to argue the .

from ANTHONY SAMPSON in Washington

. Bt the political dilemma
“cansed by the CIA is not

_simply about disclosure; it is i sents the nig

also ehe recunm" problem of
.control And the cowplaint

|

7 is nat really that the CTA has |

sot out of control but that it

has been too casily controlied -

-—bhy thc Pr csideur or by the

Scer etary of State. TIts n“h(.st .
operations, wost notably in-

Chile. have been at the insist-
cuce of the White, House.
. The most serious lesson of
Watcrgate was that the agen-
<iws could so casily become
the personal weapons of the
Prosident: and liberal Scua-
wors oblegtcd to the nomina-
tion of Mr Bush ou the ground
, that, however honest and well-
2ureaning, he remained a poli-
-tician. vuluerable to pressure
frow Zhove. But what kind of
ean can be found who will
be ablé to stand up to the
President and to be account-
able to Congress, while main-
CIRiniag ducnmncd pohcws
and ¢ \ﬁmn; patiently for the
result’®
The mohlcm is more acute
\\nh the arm of intellizcuce
which has receirved much less
pub!icih‘ bur spends much
more money and cmploys
wmaore people, than the CIA.
The National Sccurity Agency
>4 jg responsible for the 1cehno-
Jo*lc.d side of antellizence,
including bugging, telephone
tapning, s11c\|nca and all
farois
i problein of contralling the

P KSA was described to me by

Cary Hart, a liberal young
Senator on the Tutelligence

Commilice, whod AS:HOW visit-

of montitoring, . The-

inz London to discuss the
Dritish approach to intelli-
gence,  “'the NSA is not so
much a roguc elephant, as a
runaway technologv: and the

technology can  alwavs be
turned  against  peopic  at
honie, The problem of over-

sight is that thc enemy wonts
ta kaow, not so much what
has been found out, as how
it’s been found out: so that
the dangzer in disclosure is
much greater.”

1t is the NSA. much more
than the CJA, which rvepre-
humare vision of

“the futurc: a form of intetli-

.

gence 00 removed from the
fraditional spy-thriller  of
falsc beurds or dirty tricks,

_with cgmputers and electren-

ics aeking over the voles of
huvrons.,

At present, the NSA is part
of the Department  of
Defence, but the House Intel-
ligence Committee Ims now
recommended lh‘l( it should
have an independent hcad
and the Senate Commiitec is
likelv 10 reach the same con-
clusion.

But  the ifmpartial  wise
man, immune to presspre yet
sensitive to pevsonal liberties,
ic mot a marked feature of
the cwrrenr Washingion
scene, (And there is a recur-
ring danacr that the sonhisti-
cated ‘technolozy will run
awav  not  ounly  witlt «the
encmiv's  secrets, but  with
liberties at home,




